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1 ° 1 (Four Great Vows, Lesson One)

Practice these 20 characters:

)LI I)LI TjIAI %I Al*ﬁl%-l* II-__:E*I
J?I I%IEI'IIJ\I'I/\I_IE

Learn to recognize the characters and
know what they mean.

Learn to write the characters one stroke
at a time.

Learn how the characters are
interconnected by composition and
decomposition.



1 ° 2 (Four Great Vows, Lesson One)

M=+ JL

(si/four = wéi/circle + ér/child)

One way to "build" a new character is to
take one character and put it inside
another:

‘o

+._

X| = + X +




1 ° 3 (Four Great Vows, Lesson One)

5h = 5 + A

(hong/great = gong/bow + si/secret)

Another way to build
characters is to place two
characters side-by side:

k=3 o+ &
B =1 + 3B
B=1 +H



1 4 (Four Great Vows, Lesson One)

=T+ =

(shi/vow = zhé/break + yan/words)

A third way to build characters
Is to place one character on top
of another:

T + A

l;l\ |4—| -1

/

\
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1 ° 5 (Four Great Vows, Lesson One)

J'_?‘/\_/\-I-E

(yuan/desire = yuan/source + ye/page)

I
|

This is another example of a
character composed of two
components placed side by
side.
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Recap:

=[]+ JL
oh = 5 + A
T+ E
e =R+ H

So far that gives us 10
characters (in this lesson we'll
skip & & JEE for now).

But wait, there's



1 ° 7 (Four Great Vows, Lesson One)

Now we'll take decomposition a step further:

M=+ L
3 + A
i+ B
B+ B

[~

~IIH
Il

?ﬁ — -Tl- + J? (zhé/break = shdu/hand + jin/axe)

"radical" of E

m

(shdu/hand)

— —

= = = + +

yan/speech = tou/lid + er/two + kdu/mouth
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-
]
I

+ ) L (si/four = wéi/circle + ér/child)

II + A (héng/great = gong/bow + si/secret)

——
j:):r + EI (shi/vow = zhé/break + yan/words)

A

71N\ + E (yuan/desire = yuan/source + ye/page)

7N

S
~IIH
1

)4
B = T+ B8+
(yuan/source = han/cliff + bai/white + xiao/small)

- .

bai/white = pié/slash + ri/sun
L
H=—+B+/\
ye/page = yi/one + zi/oneself + ba/eight
L
= ) +

zi/oneself = pié/slash + mu/eye
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Notice that when characters are combined to make
new characters, they get squished so that the new
combination still fits into the space of a single
character:

B = T +H+ /)

(yuan/source = han/cliff + bai/white + xido/small)

Bo= T+ B+
R

VA AN




1 ° 10 (Four Great Vows, Lesson One)
Now we have all 20 characters:

M, 0, )L, 5h, 5, A, 8, F , F
J?I }EIE IIJ\I I/\I ’ E

N

e T All 20 characters
+) L for Lesson ~(—)y
Sh== 5 + /\

— =
=

LV B RE
T+ J T '¢+/J\ *\J
Also: H & +B+/A

.|||HU‘+
+&
_ﬂ
I

NOTE: characters not included:

ig,&, ﬁ,ﬁ\, _\—, —, }—, — (These are marked with * in the diagram above)
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Tricky characters:
e []and O
e JLand /\

e H, H, H,and H

e Notice that the radical ¥ is missing

g

a stroke compared to .
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(Four Great Vows, Lesson One)

Where else might you see
these characters?

HSK 1 & 2:

b, 0,JL, 5, 4,1 (B
¥, 8,8,/ B,/\,
H

(NOT in HSK 1 & 2: 34, 31, J&, H)

),

4

H,

Heart Sutra:

DI)LI %IAI%—I? I%Iﬁ)
DI EI EIIJ\I ﬁl/\) EI E



